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GCSE Science                Unit – Biology 1b





Topic: Evolution and Environment





Activity: Origins of Life on Earth











Spec Refs: 11.7





Pages: 38





Objectives (including specific refs to HSW):  Students should learn:








Outcomes: 


All students should be able:	 State what a fossil is 


Most students should be able:	 Describe similarities and differences between fossils


					 Suggest reasons why scientists cannot be certain of how life began


Some students should be able:	 Evaluate what can be learnt from the fossil record








Suggested Activities (including specific refs to HSW):


Starter: 


How life began mind map in pairs and then bring together as class (e.g. creationism, intelligent design, evolution ….)


Fossils pictures around the classroom or given to groups and each group must write a sentence or two about the life of the organism 


Main:


Discuss fossils and how they could give evidence for life on earth


Find longest fingernails in the class and ask if they would be the strongest, relate to the horse hoof and discuss horse hoof development aided by worksheet ???????


Worksheet B1b.9a (create timeline of life of earth) (F/H)


Worksheet Blb.9b (statement sort how life began) (H)


Worksheet B1b.9c (Apes and Humans) (F)


Worksheet B1b.9d (Whale’s closest relative) (H)


Use internet to research the fossil history of the development of horses, sharks etc


Plenary: 


Write questions to a list of answers


Whiteboard quiz 


True or false quiz








Apparatus / Materials Required


Fossils/Fossil Pictures/cards








Safety: 


General Classroom safety





References:


Longman Pg 62-63


HF Pg 168-171


HH Pg 120-121


Sci F Pg 196-203


C7-9 Pg 60-61/80-81








Homework ideas: 








Differentiation


Extension:





Support: 








