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GCSE Science			Unit –Biology 1a


Topic: How do we use/abuse medical and recreational drugs?


Activity: Legal and Illegal drugs


Lesson 12








Spec Ref: 11.3


Page: 35





HSW Ref: 10.8


Page: 74-75





Objectives (including specific refs to HSW):


To understand that drugs can fall in to different categories e.g. recreational drugs and legal and illegal drugs and the effects these drugs can have on the body and society





Outcomes:


Explain why some people use illegal drugs for recreation


Explain why the use of legal drugs has a greater impact on health than the use of illegal drugs


To evaluate claims made about the effect of cannabis on health and the link between cannabis and addiction to hard drugs








Suggested Activities (including specific refs to HSW):


Starter


Quick quiz on which drugs are legal and which are illegal, using mini white boards or true false cards for pupils to respond


Prepare samples of everyday beverages (tea, coffee, chocolate, decaff, coffee, sports drink, cola etc.) ask students to place them in order according to how much caffeine they contain. Discuss results, pointing out that some people may be taking more caffeine than they think


Main


The Active Teach contains a video about banned drugs in sport. This could be accompanied by newspaper articles relating to the illegal use of performance enhancing drugs. Students could discuss issues and express opinions.


Worksheet B1a.4a looks at various aspects of different sorts of drugs including: tolerance, withdrawal, dependency and classification. This is tackled in the style of a ‘Top trumps’ game. This is followed up by questions on ‘gateway’ drugs and the relative risks from each type of drug.


B1a.4b is also in a ‘Top trumps’ style but the questions are taken further to evidence and research for the labeling of some drugs as ‘gateway’ drugs.


Classroom debate on ‘We believe that cannabis should not be made a legal drug’


Using information from websites pupils could design a poster campaign for the school warning on the dangers of cannabis


Students could research the contents of smoke from cigarettes and cannabis and make a comparison between the two


A comparison of the statistics of the number of people affected by alcohol or tobacco and those affected by cannabis could be made. If it is true that more people are damaged by alcohol and tobacco than by cannabis why are these drugs not banned.


Plenary


Foundation students can complete Worksheet B1a.4e.


Higher tier students could be asked to construct their own key/flow diagram relating to the drugs on the worksheet.


Give students a list of drugs and ask which ones speed up the activity of the brain and which ones slow activity of the brain





Apparatus / Materials Required


Longman worksheet B1a.4a, B1a.4b, B1a.4e.


Active book


Mini white boards





Safety:


N/A





References:


Longman AQA Science Pg 16-17





Homework ideas 


B1a.4c Caffeine addict and B1a.4d Caffeine addict  are structured for F and H tier and develop HSW skills of presenting data and using data to draw conclusions








Differentiation


Extension: Could find out about the drugs used for doping horses or dogs. Are these the same used by athletes?


Support: Could be given names of the different recreational drugs and asked to place them into the correct categories, legal or Illegal








